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10-time US Trials champ, did not finish
after his Christini KTM overheated and
warped the head.

At the end of Day 1 Graham Jarvis led,
Gerhard Forrester was in second and Chris
Birch rounded out the podium.
Cuthbertson was back in 21st place.

The weathermen were calling for heavy
rain on Day 2 so one hill was cut out of the
course. Fortunately the forecasters were
wrong and the clouds stayed shut all day.
The riders left the paddock at 6:00 am for a
20km liaison section to the official start of
racing. It was cold and dark and the roads
were very wet. 

Off the start Shane pinned it, teamed up
with Slovenian motocrosser Miha Spindler,
also on a Husaberg, and together they
quickly moved up to seventh and eighth.
About two hours into the day Cuthbertson
swapped out on some fifth gear trails and
crashed hard, hurting his back. He sol-
diered on, though he dropped back to 14th. 

After regrouping at the service point, the
Husaberg duo put a charge on and started
passing some riders. Together they pushed
through to finish 11th (Cuthbertson) and
12th (Spindler) for Day 2. The top three
remained unchanged but Shane had moved
up to 14th overall. All of the racers were
much happier after Day 2 since the course
was difficult, but rideable, unlike Day 1.

Day 3 was another early morning with
the Pros again starting in the dark. At the
riders’ meeting they were warned of a nasty
uphill following the service check.
Following an uneventful morning (by
Romaniacs standards), Cuthbertson arrived
at the service check cold and wet, but in
good spirits and sitting inside the top 10.
Immediately following the check was a
short but spectacular climb where many
riders crashed, hurting themselves and the
bikes. Cuthbertson put his technical skills
to work and made it up the hill without
damage. 

The hill they had been warned about was
a few kilometres further on. The first kilo-
metre wasn’t too bad, but the hill continued
on and on and got progressively steeper
until finally no one could ride it. The wet
clay and tree roots made it impossible to
get traction. To get up the hill, riders had to
team up and literally lift the bikes (lift, not
drag) to the top. Following the hill climb
the racers continued into the high alpine,
riding through the clouds at around 2200m.
Navigation was difficult and the racers
were near hypothermic as they rode across
slippery side hills in the fog. Cuthbertson
crossed the finish in 10th place, moving up

to ninth overall. That evening the service
crew put a new clutch in the Husaberg
along with the regular maintenance items
(oil, tires).

The final day was slightly shorter than
the previous three but not any easier. There
were many more nasty hills, climaxing with
K2, an uphill that the racers had ridden
down on Day 2. The first part wasn’t bad
but near the top the racers had to pick their
way up a rocky outcropping with little to
no traction. Following the finish out in the
woods, racers had a transfer section back to
Sibiu where they had one final task: ride up
six storeys to the roof of the crazy biker

house to hand in their GPS units.
Cuthbertson crossed the finish in ninth
place overall in a time of 34 hours, 30 min-
utes and 32 seconds.

Cuthbertson, a two-time ISDE Silver
Medallist who prides himself in excelling in
tough terrain, described the 2008 Red Bull
Romaniacs as the toughest race of his life. It
was physically and mentally challenging
and just to finish, let alone make it into the
top 10, was a feat in itself. 

He is already talking about 2009 and
how much better prepared he’ll be, so
expect another strong finish from the
“Moose” next year. IM
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Story and photos by Stephen Shannon

Bikes howling, radiators boiling and
racers struggling through the tough-
est terrain on the planet. Welcome

to the 2008 Red Bull Romaniacs.
Held in the Carpathian Mountains sur-

rounding the picturesque city of Sibiu,
Romania, the fifth edition promised to be
one for the record books. After a hot and
dusty race in 2007, the organizers moved
the event to September for 2008, ensuring a
difficult race in the rain. 

Nevertheless, inclement weather couldn’t
stop a record 208 participants, including 34
Pros, from tackling the toughest off-road
race in the world. Among the Pros was one
Canadian, Shane Cuthbertson, here to
prove himself and the all new 2009
Husaberg FE450 against the best in the
world.

Cuthbertson (aka Moose) is part of the
newly formed Cornergrass Race Team.
After an excellent finish at the 2007 Last
Man Standing, A&E Racing and Husaberg
partnered up to form a Canadian off-road
extreme team. Their goal is to showcase
Canadian talent at extreme events around
the world. At the Romaniacs, Mototech
Racing, the Romanian Husaberg distribu-
tor, set Cuthbertson up with a bike and
parts with Cornergrass supplying a service
crew in Nick Riewe and Jay McGregor.

Team Cornergrass arrived in Bucharest
on Sept. 8 to do some riding and get the
bike dialled in before the race start on Sept.
13. The Romaniacs is dubbed a five-day
hard enduro rally. The first day is the
Prologue, an endurocross-style event held
in downtown Sibiu. The following four
days are held outside of town in the
Carpathian Mountains, totalling 620km.
Being a rally, the course is mostly
unmarked and racers must navigate via a
GPS on their bikes. Add in some extremely
challenging terrain and you have the Red
Bull Romaniacs.

After getting a chance to practise the
Prologue and going through technical
inspection on Friday, Sept. 12, racing kicked
off on Saturday afternoon in rainy condi-
tions. The Hobby riders went first, followed
by the Experts then finally the Pros at
3:00pm. The Prologue course consisted of
15 endurocross-style obstacles including a
banked slalom complete with bowl turn,
tires, both flat and vertical, a boulder sec-
tion, a loose firewood pit, log crossings and
a ride up to the second floor of the crazy
biker house. Each obstacle was a challenge
in itself. String them all together and it was
total mayhem.

Cuthbertson started in 23rd position but
quickly moved through the pack.
Bottlenecks were an issue, causing Shane to

try a new line on the rock pile. This ended
in disaster as he fell over and dislocated his
middle finger on his left hand. Showing
true grit, Cuthbertson toughed out the rest
of the prologue and battled back to finish
19th.

Immediately following the Prologue,
Team Cornergrass took Shane to the hospi-
tal where his finger was relocated.

Overnight rain ensured Day 1 would be a
tough one. After getting off to a great start,
Cuthbertson found himself stuck in bottle-
necks with the Experts, who snuck ahead of
the Pros since they were riding a shorter
course. The route was extremely difficult
with long, slippery hill climbs and steep
descents. Racers described it as the most
difficult thing they had ever ridden and
that most of the day was spent pushing the
bike up hills deep in the woods. Navigation
was difficult as there was an error in the
GPS programming and all of the units’
tracks ended 30km before they were sup-
posed to, leaving racers lost in the woods.

At the end of the day, only a handful of
racers made it to the finish within the
allowed 10 hours. Unfortunately,
Cuthbertson was not one of them but a new
rule allowed the racers to restart every day
after taking a time penalty for not finishing.
As most of the field did not finish, this was-
n’t as bad as it looked. Even Geoff Aaron,

A Moose in a foreign land
Cuthbertson takes on the Red Bull Romaniacs

Shane Cuthbertson is a two-time ISDE Silver Medallist, but he described the Romaniacs as the toughest
race of his life. Despite a trip to the hospital to repair a dislocated finger, the intrepid Canadian cracked
the top 10 in the gruelling five-day event.


